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The MAILING DATE of this co mmunication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. .... r.oH 

E^ensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

PaiiMrp »n rPDiv within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U^S.C. § 1 33). 
: Any repi? by Z OfficeSan three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forrnal nnatters Prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C. D. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) H is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim{s) I^Z is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)IElAII b)D Some*c)n None of: 



1 .m Certified copies of the priority documents have-been-received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/864, 1 32 ^ 
Art Unit: 2879 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hartai (USPN 
5,041,762) in view of Opitz et al. (USPN 5,744,233) hereinafter "Opitz". 

In regard to claims 1-5, the Hartai reference discloses a low-pressure discharge lamp 
(Column 2, Lines 12-13) with an inner bulb and an outer bulb surrounding the inner one (Figure 
1, Elements 2 and 3). The inner bulb can be filled with a gas and mercury (Column 3, Lines 38- 
39), made of transparent and translucent materials (Column 2, Lines 47-58), and the inner wall 
can be coated with phosphor (Column 3, Lines 31-33). Phosphor can be distributed on the 
surface of the outer bulb (Column 4, Lines 8-10). The outer bulb is made of synthetic 
translucent resin (Column 2, Lines 14-16). The Hartai reference does not specify the type of 
phosphor used in the lamp. The Opitz reference teaches a lamp (Column 1, Lines 7-11) with 
— coated-phosphors-comprised-of~ZnS^Gu^u^li-AnS:Ag;-orXaS:EuXColumnJ.,Xi 



The coated phosphors are protected against chemical attack and are liquid and readily dispersible 
(Column 2, Lines 8-9). Thus, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skills in the art to incorporate the specified coated phosphors, as taught 
by Opitz, on the outer bulb. 
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Art Unit: 2879 

The recitation "comprising means for generating and maintaining a low-pressure mercury 
gas discharge" has not been given patentable weight because is considered an intended used 
recitation. It has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed 
apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art 
apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. 

In regard to claim 6, the Hartai reference discloses a lamp with the inner bulb being 
tubular and bent (Figure 1). 

In regard to claim 7, the Hartai reference discloses a lamp with the inner bulb being 

tubular and coiled (Figure 1). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Holly Harper whose telephone number is (703) 305-7908. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel, can be reached on (703) 305-4794. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-7382. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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